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Weekly Update for December 2, 2022  
 

 
Holiday Tree Lighting 
 

We’re just one day away from the annual 
Holiday Tree Lighting at Elmwood Park on 
Saturday, December 3 starting at 5:30 PM.   
 
What began as a Santa Drive-Through event 
in 2020 has expanded to include a Christmas 
Market, Deck the Halls vehicle decorating 
contest, synchronized light show, the 
Enticing Cupcakes Food Truck, and so much 
more! 

 
The route will start at Public Square and continue west on Elmwood Avenue.   There will 
not be access to the route from Selig Dr. or Vineyard Ave.   
 
A reminder to parents who pre-registered their children for the Santa Drive-Through.  
Please PRINT the reservation confirmation email sent to you on Wednesday, November 
30 and place it on the dashboard of the driver’s side of your vehicle before you leave 
home.   This will eliminate delays along the route and give your family a little extra 
time to enjoy the celebration.  

 
Pre-registration is NOT required for the Deck the Halls vehicle 
decorating contest.  Simply follow the Santa Drive-Through 
route and someone will get your name, contact info, and a 
photo of your vehicle and enter you in the contest to win one 
of three $100 prizes.  
 
New this year is the Christmas Market where you will be able 
to purchase chocolate Christmas treats, fun-flavored 
Enticing Cupcakes including vegan and gluten-free options, personalized calligraphy 
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ornaments, fresh greenery centerpieces, Dwarf Alberta Spruce holiday trees, Kernels by 
Chrissie kettle corn, and the city’s 2022 holiday ornament.  Cash-only, please.    
 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will be there as well as Noelle the Reindeer, an amazing ice 
sculptor, and the Salvation Army kettle will be on site collecting donations.  
 
Limited parking will be available on campus, and there will be plenty of parking at the 
Independence Middle School where city shuttles will bring families to and from 
Elmwood Park.  
 
Fireworks are scheduled to begin at approximately 7:45 
PM, however, weather conditions, specifically high winds 
will impact safety protocols and may require the city to 
postpone the show until Sunday, December 4 at 7:30 PM.   Too 
much wind can blow fireworks off their path which runs the 
risk of starting fires on structures or trees.  Check the city’s 
Facebook page for the latest information.  
 
 

Concordia Property Acquisition 

Over the past 20-30 years, the number of residents who have reached out and asked me 
about the City developing ranch-style, low-maintenance housing has only increased. The 
reasons are typically the same – residents LOVED raising their families here and don’t want 
to give up their quality of life, but they no longer have the time or interest in maintaining 
homes they’ve outgrown but want to continue to be part of this community.  

In 1999, the City attempted to purchase property behind Concordia Lutheran Church to 
develop a community of smaller, single-family homes for our residents.  We came up one 
vote short and missed that opportunity.  

Recently, the City was presented with a rare second chance to purchase property from 
Concordia Lutheran Church which is zoned residential.  It is an ideal location for a 
developer to establish a low-maintenance, ranch-style community for our residents in a 
serene and convenient location near Public Square.   

Land is scarce in Independence, and the opportunity to invest in this property is not open-
ended.  We are just one of a few potential buyers interested in the property.  Because we are 
positioned appropriately and our vision for the property aligns with Concordia, we came to 
terms with Concordia and some of the neighbors.  

Residents who live on Public Square and Stone Road with property adjacent to Concordia 
were invited to a public meeting at City Hall on November 7.  There was also a follow-up 
Council Workshop on November 15 to discuss the potential purchase of the 18 acres of land 
for $475,000.   These were the first but not the last public meetings that will be held with 
Council, residents, and other stakeholders. The purpose was to be transparent about our  

https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOH/
https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOH/


 

desire to acquire this land. There was a robust conversation about how land acquisition 
works and that the purchase agreement provided a window of time for the city to do our due 
diligence and explore the possibilities through our city engineer and other consultants. 
Because this is private property, the city cannot conduct the necessary engineering, building, 
and planning evaluations without a purchase agreement.   

During the November 15 meeting, Council authorized the purchase agreement with 
Concordia Lutheran Church by a 4 yes / 3 no (To, Tr, V) vote.  The results were printed on 
page 29 of the December edition of The Independence Post. You can read the minutes from 
the November 15 meeting here. 

Developers will not invest their time and talent into exploring possibilities for a small, 
manageable development of homes without knowing the city has conducted its due diligence 
and owns the property. There are many unanswered questions at this point, but the first step 
must be acquiring the property.  

The $26,000 per acre is a smart investment for the residents of Independence and protects 
the neighborhood. However, not everyone at the meetings agreed, and that’s to be 
expected.  

The city has options:  1) purchase the property and identify a developer to work with to 
create this new type of housing product. 2) purchase the property as an investment and 
consider selling it sometime in the future.  

A group of residents called a meeting at the library on December 1.  I was invited but unable 
to attend, so I sent a representative to listen to the groups’ concerns so that my team could 
follow up and provide answers to their questions. I will share the information in future 
weekly updates. However, I am disappointed that my representative, the economic 
development director and two councilmen who were in the room, were asked to leave after 
the first 30 minutes.  

Most land acquisition opportunities are complicated and time sensitive. The interest in this 
type of low-maintenance, single story homes has grown exponentially in recent years and 
that is why the City had to act quickly to invest in the only available land tract zoned 
residential.  

Acquiring this land allows Independence to create the type of housing that already exists 
and is in high demand in Brecksville, Broadview Hts., North Royalton, and many other cities.  
Otherwise, it could be purchased by another entity that could potentially develop different 
types of homes that are not what our residents have been requesting.   This new type of 
house would allow more Independence residents to stay in the community we all love. 

Any way you look at it, this was a smart investment for the City! 
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Lock Your Car! 

It happened again this week.  Around 5 AM on Monday, 
thieves drove off with two residents’ cars, stolen from 
their neighborhoods.  In both cases, the drivers had left the 
vehicles unlocked with the keys inside.   

Independence Police recovered both vehicles and charges 
have been filed against several juveniles from Cleveland.  

These “crimes of opportunity” don’t just happen during the warmer months. Thieves 
operate 365 days a year, regardless of the weather. Please, lock your car, take valuables and 
your keys inside even if you are parked in your driveway or in front of your home. 

 
 
 
Utility SCAM Alert 

 
A call or email from your gas, electric, or water company 
threatening to immediately turn off your service is probably a scam.   
 
Independence Police report more and more residents have been 
getting calls from scammers claiming to be with the Illuminating 
Company and telling homeowners their bill is past due or they 
need to pay for a new meter.  IPD officers say the callers can be very 

convincing. 

Real utility companies do not call and threaten to turn off your service immediately. 
Scammers call and try to scare people into paying before they have time to confirm if it is a 
legitimate call.  
 
How to Avoid Utility Scams 
If you receive an unsolicited call and are suspicious, tell the person you will call them back 
then HANG UP and call the utility company using the phone number listed on a recent bill.  
Ask to speak to a customer service representative to make sure your account does not have 
any issues.  

Another sign of a scammer is if the caller asks you to pay by wiring money through a 
company like Western Union or MoneyGram or asks if you have a debit or reloadable gift 
card.  Your utility company won’t ask you to pay that way. Scammers tell people to pay this 
way because it’s hard to track that money, and almost impossible to get it back. 

Always report the scam to your utility company online or by calling a number you know is 
real, and be sure to let other people know about this scam so they can avoid it, too 

 



Email Scams 
There has also been an increase in email scams known as phishing that involve deceptive 
email messages that appear to be from trustworthy sources, such as a person you know or a 
legitimate organization you do business with. Phishing also occurs via text messages which 
is sometimes referred to as “smishing.” Scammers use this ploy to gain your trust so you 
will click on a link to a fraudulent website, share private information, or open an 
attachment on your phone, tablet or computer that may install malware, like viruses, 
spyware, or ransomware, on your device. 

If something doesn’t feel right, it probably isn’t.  Call Independence Police at 216.524.1234 
if you need help, advice, or stop by the station, they are here to help.  

 

Welcome Wild Republic! 

Wild Republic, an international toy company that is recognized for its forty-plus years of 
supporting humanitarian, environmental and animal charities, celebrated the grand 
opening of its new U.S. corporate headquarter in Independence on Giving Tuesday, 
(November 29) the day that encourages organizations to do good and give back to their 
communities.  

The company will occupy nearly 400,000 square feet of space in the former Kichler 
Building which was vacated in late 2021.  The new headquarters at 7711 East Pleasant Valley 
Road provides a more modern space for the company that has seen tremendous growth 
over the past 40+ years producing innovative, environmentally friendly products, as well as 
more room to grow.  

To mark the occasion, Wild 
Republic donated more than 
$100,000 in plush toys to 
children in need throughout 
northeast Ohio.  Working with 
local rotary clubs the plush toys 
were distributed to hospitals and 
agencies that care for children in 
distress, including foster care, 
social service, and public safety 
departments.  The Independence 
Police and Fire Departments will 
receive more than 600 plush toys.  

Wild Republic founders 
G.B. and Kamala Pillai have 
funded several animal 
sanctuaries and rescue 
organizations throughout the 
world and began an orphanage  



for young girls in India.  Mr. Pillai’s grandson, Vishnu Chandran, is the CEO of Wild 
Republic.   

“The new space is a reflection of our hard-working team, our great products and the people 
who support us. It will ensure that we will continue delivering products that go beyond just 
plush and that maximize the positive impact we make on our customers, our community, 
and our planet,” said Chandran.  

 

 
New Atrium Furniture  
Make sure to stop by the Civic Center Community Services Atrium to check out the 
new furniture!  The new pieces replace furniture purchased 16 years ago in 2006 
when the city began setting aside funds for this capital budget project.  

 

The new furniture was purchased through APG Office Furnishings in Cleveland, a reputable, 
local company which was highly recommended by another municipality. In addition to 
replacing the existing card tables and lounge furniture, a 12-seat conference table was 
acquired for team and community meetings. The furniture reflects clean lines reminiscent 
of mid-century modern style with wood finishes that match the existing space. The 



upholstery color is a royal Independence blue, and the material is a suede-look vinyl that is 
stain resistant and bleach cleanable and has a moisture barrier. The new material was 
selected specifically for this public space as a more hygienic and durable alternative to the 
old fabric upholstery.  
 
We hope residents will enjoy the quality and comfort of the new furniture for many years to 
come! 
 
 
 
Shop with a Cop Raffle 
Time is running out to purchase raffle tickets 
from the Independence Police Department for 
the Shop with a Cop fundraiser.  Tickets are $1 
each or six (6) for $5.00 and the monies are 
used to help needy children purchase gifts for 
their family.   

The top three raffle prizes are: 50” color TV, 
iPad, and $100.  Tickets can be purchased at the 
Police Station between 8 AM and 4 PM and at 
the Community Services desk at the Civic Center 
during regular business hours.   

The drawing will be on Thursday, December 15.  

 

 
Pancake Breakfast at St. Michael  

The St. Michael School PTU invites 
everyone to their Breakfast in 
Bethlehem event on Sunday, 
December 11 from 9 AM to Noon in 
the Musca Court Gym.  There will 
also be a Living Nativity, a mini–
Christmas Market, and Santa will be 
there to take pictures with all the 
families.  

 
Reservations are required.  Tickets for adults (age 15 and older) are $7, children ages 3-14 are 
$4, and children aged 2 and younger are free.   The deadline is Wednesday, December 7.  For 
more details and to buy tickets online, visit the St. Michael School website.  
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Mental Health & Wellness Day 
Last week the City was proud to partner with Independence Primary School for their second 
annual Mental Health & Wellness Day on November 22! The kindergarten through fourth-
grade students had the opportunity to rotate through different stations to participate in 
activities that positively impacted their physical, mental, emotional, and social wellness.  
They played games in the Civic Center gym to encourage teamwork, took part in a mindful 
walk-through Elmwood Park, created Zen sand gardens, practiced the art of gratitude, and 
participated in a yoga session.  

 

The students learned different strategies to help them relax and enhance their mental 
wellness. We are so fortunate and thankful to live, work and play in a community that 
understands the importance of caring for its members’ overall well-being! 
 
 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please 
ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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